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to dissuade the Unionist leaders from this extreme course;
and many of the elder statesmen of the Unionist party viewed
the course of events which was driving them in this direction
with grave misgiving.   But when November came tempers
were greatly inflamed, and both Mr. Balfour and Lord Lans-
downe were of opinion that no compromise was possible.
By this rime the Tariff Reform group of the Conservative
party had come to the conclusion that if it were let pass, the
Budget would for many years to come be fatal to their alter-
native policy of raising revenue by taxing imports.   In the
end Tariff Reform zeal, combined with the strong objection
of landowners and Conservatives to the land taxes and the
accompanying them,  decided the issue;   and on
the peers, following Lord Milner's advice to
n the consequences," rejected the Budget
o 75.
country
all parties that if the House of Lords could
i public sanction for it, it would from hence-
•p-hand of the House of Commons, since it
ty time to bring a Government to a standstill
ion by holding up its provision for taxation
Asquith immediately took up the challenge,
carried through the House of Commons
ution:
the House of Lords in refusing to pass into law the aade by this House for die service of the year is a ution and a usurpation of the rights of the Commons.
349 to 1 34 on December 2, and Parliament st day, die first day of the general election
tmde it dear that much more was
f
ti w&$ now pending than the passing ^fmi<|m^pyi^ and i tell my country-A* Altett HaH a week after the I mm any otfoei; liberal Minister
m dje Home of   oinmons s goinghe occasion; and Mr. Lloyd George, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, went from platform to platform delighting Radicals, incensing Tories, shocking Whigs, and drawing rebukes from King Edward by the strong language in which he denounced his opponents and railed at the " dukes " and the " idle rich " who were resisting his taxes. At first it was not thought possible that the House of Lords would go to the length of rejecting a Budget. Much a% he disliked Mr. Lloyd George's rhetoric, King Edward Hmself did his utmost
